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America’s First Central Intelli-

gence Agency,” preeents a
solid history of an often dis
puted them<e,, [ts autior, lao
young to have served in 0SS
himselt, speny a short fime in
CIA, bui lfett 1t to lecture i
politlen, selenee In California
While tn” CIA ho found out
¢nough about {ts preceeessor
the Oftice of Strategic Ser
vices, to want to wrile on it
and now produces as thorough
a study as can he made of such
a body without access to its own
archives, His main sources are
the mentories of surviving par-
ticip.nts, some of them maost
forthcoming, and a host  of
other people's books, varying
as widely in their reliability a5
do haoks written about S0

There are many andloes
petween O8S and SON; ae
surprisingly, as the I'ritico
body provided one af e
models  for  the  American,
“Their {otal strengths, abnut
13,00¢ men and women cacly,
were nearyy the same. Both
were trying to doe the same

sort of thing: work in encmy
territory to oroanise sabotage,
disruption, and  resistance.
0SS, not forcned until el
had a broader mission. 1
SOOI, for it included espionuse
and propaganda  among  its
tasks. Both roused the same
sort of ‘mm;rouism amens
older-estah ‘shed o'“.c-.r such
as the other armes oorvien,
sag e

security services.

Both  emploved  brilliant
amateurs brourht in from the
worlds of business, learnine,
and nnfertainnent, Roth
inctuded men who did well for
themselves after the war —
My Harrig Snyith keeps
dropping  names of million
afres, alone  with thore of
generals and professors, in his
exofaining what hap-
survivers after
wards  DPoth had some fear
some scandals o we have here
the oriewmal, in Derlin in 1915,
of the “ N 'md 31 eeterprises’
of Hellers “Caleh-i 2 Arnd
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O08S: The Secret History.. ol
Admerica’s First Central Intel- ;
ligeuce Adyvucy, by R, Harrisi
Smith  (Uuniversity ol Calj-
fornia, £3.95).

hoth were wound up soon after
the war.

Litle or nothine that 0SS
digl could be dissuciated from
palities: this gives a political
historian  plenty to  discuss.
Amonz his most  interesting
chapters are those on Haly and
on the Fapr Fast In the {talian
case, rivalries with other Allied
services ; the role of the Matia,
dubious as always, divisions
witlhin 0SS itself, of which the
author makes no secret; and
the complexities inherent in
the Italian attempt to change
sides m the war, led to &
<onendous muddle.

In Fast Asia, the Americans
found themselves fighting a
war with more sides than the
sus.omary  two, They  wered
acainst the Japancse ; they
worg also  against  restoring
Breitish  or  Ireach  imperia-
tism, They supported Chiang
Katshek's regime in China;
yot evidence susgested they
micht  got  heuter  resuits
asainst  the  Japanese  from
Chiang's enemy, AMae ‘Pse-tung,
Americans  on  the  spot
admired the prospects held oul
for Indo-China by a {rail old
man whase life an ONS doctor
syved : 1o Chi Minh.

My Howard Smith  closes
with a plea for » renewal ol
“the 0SS passion for demo-
cratic dissent"” in the suce
cessor agency, lest ' the realityy
of CIA may soon coineide with
its  sinister  imarce  in the
intellectual ecomniunity,”
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